
Top 7 Software Development Trends for 
2016/2017 
 

We’ve made some big breaks and accelerated our technological growth spurt over the last decade. Even 

more so in the last few years. Corporate IT budgets are expanding as we speak. There’s better 

technology to upgrade to, security concerns that frankly, everyone needs to pay more attention to; 

along with knowing how to operate technology processes efficiently. 

Worry not. There are a few trends that are not going away anytime soon. These are 7 of the top 

Software Development trends YOU can invest in. Whether you’re an IT Director, CIO or just a tech 

entrepreneur, this is something to be aware of.  

 

1. Augmented/Virtual Reality: Yes, the future is here. Virtual and augmented reality are on the 

rise. In 2015-2016 the Oculus Rift was just a fun toy to play with (since then the parent company 

has been acquired for $2 billion). Now, VR is used both for retaining customers and for 

corporate production while panning out into industrial and healthcare markets.  

Besides all that, it gives you an ultra-cool edge. 

 

2. IoT: Ah, the Internet of Things. It makes everything smarter. Your smart house, smart car and 

wearable technology that wirelessly communicate with an interspersed network in your own 

environment. To incorporate IoT into IT businesses is a safe bet, as this trend is on a visibly 

exponential rise. 

 

3. Corporate Cyber Security: With as many attacks reported of cybercrime in the name of 

‘hacktivism’, it is not only smart but necessary to pay attention to Corporate Security. As other 

trends and new technologies emerge, we must face the fact that our basic cyber security 

methods will no longer cut it. Investing in more elegant, out-of-the-box solutions for increased 

privacy and safeguarding is the way to go. 

 

4. Incorporating the Hybrid Cloud: It is smart for businesses to adopt the ever flexible and scalable 

public cloud as well as the highly secure private cloud. A comfortable merger of the two would 

be ideal for most practices. However, we are yet to easily find a way to mix them. Which is why 

2016-2017 will bring with it a need for hybridization of the cloud and its back-up, security and 

support.  

 

5. Data Analysis: R, Python and SQL make a deadly combination for anyone looking to combat the 

field of Data Science. As companies gather more data, the more they want to make sense of it. 

Data Analysis predicts what we cannot. This is done through gathering, monitoring, cleaning and 

extrapolating raw data. This fairly recent trend is not likely to drop anytime soon. 

 

 



6. DevOps Adoption: DevOps strategies are being adopted by more and more companies as large 

amounts of data is being shifted to the Cloud. Companies want to become more integrated and 

collaborate amongst their counterparts in different areas of the organization. This is where the 

strategic software development method comes into place.  

How to adopt? By embracing Ruby, Python or any modern scripting language for that matter, as 

well as understanding cloud management tools and technologies. 

 

7. Big Data: Last, but obviously not the least. Governance, management, monitoring and analyzing. 

All important in the world of Big Data. As businesses expand, so does their data and the need for 

organizing it. Anyone in the IT world can see that bigger organizations require data experts with 

skills like Hadoop, Spark, NoSQL, Cassandra etc. on the rise. This is one BIG trend now stabilizing 

but staying for years to come. 

 

 


